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This week on America's Black Forum: 
 
Legendary Black Horse Racing Family 
A racehorse recently become a viral sensation thanks to its owner.  The Hatleys, a Texas 

horse racing family, named one of their newest horses "Black Lives Matter."  The 

latest addition to the herd has been drawing national attention with its name.   The Hatley 

family is well known in horse racing.  They were the first African-American family to race 

quarter horses in Texas.  Started by John Hartley, Sr. in the 1960's, the equestrian family's 

business is now run by John Sr's two sons - John Jr. and Ke'Elronn Hatley.  

This story consist of interviews with John Hartley, Jr. and Ke'Elronn Hartley.  We 

discuss the legacy of the Hartley family and how they've been able to continue the tradition.  

We also interview Robert Edison, Jr., Curator at the Dallas African American Museum - 

to talk about the history of Black cowboys in Texas.  

 
Val's Cheesecakes - Loss of Mother Baked up Success 
Val Jean Bart has a love for sweets.  The Haitian-born entrepreneur has cut out a place in 

Dallas, Texas for his specialty dessert shop. The idea was born after the death of Val's 

mother.  During the months she was battling cancer, Val and his mother would get together 

every Sunday to bond while baking cheesecakes.  Out of those heartfelt gatherings, Val and 

his mother created many recipes.  Shortly after her death, Val opened a brick and mortar 

dessert shop featuring some of his mom's favorite cheesecake recipes.    

 



From Project Runway to Creating her Own Clothing Line 
Project Runway alum, Chicago designer Chelsey Carter has dressed celebrities 

including Chance the Rapper and SZA. Recently she helped design WNBA custom letter 

jackets for the league's 25 Greats in honor of the 25th Anniversary Finals and co-created a 

clothing line called "Black Women are Essential" during the pandemic. Her unisex brand 

Alex Carter, a play on her middle name, was founded in 2015 and caters to customers who 

are risk-taking and statement-making. 

 
 


