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This week on America's Black Forum: 
 
New York City's Hidden Secrets in Slavery  
New York City has a history with slavery that many don’t know about.  Though it was 
outlawed in New York State in 1817, this northern city continued to stay deeply involved in 
slave trade.  This story will tell of the complicities that New York shared in the enslavement 
of Black people.  Led by Stacey Toussaint of Inside Out Tours, the story will examine the 
Underground Railroad.  An illegal system for aiding slaves wishing to escape to freedom. 
It will also visit several sites in the city that have been memorialized by the modern day 
discovery of the remains of as many as 15,000 slaves that were buried under downtown 
Manhattan. Many of these bodies remain today, under the very center of Manhattans Civic 
Center.  The African Burial Ground National Monument, historical sites and other 
monuments will help with this illustration of the past. 
 
Dr. Tameka Conley, Tyler Perry College Course 
Dr. Tameka Cage Conley is an English professor at Emory University's Oxford College 
in Atlanta. She is teaching a first-of-its-kind course about filmmaker, writer, producer and 
director Tyler Perry, focused not just on his films, but his entire legacy.   She explores his 
journey from painful childhood to critical success, and his commitment to helping others by 
creating jobs and opportunities through his production company Tyler Perry Studio.  
 
On-Location with Yellowstone Actor Denim Richards 
Classically trained in opera, actor Denim Richards opens up about playing a Black ranch 
hand, Colby, in the most popular show in America, "Yellowstone,"  starring Kevin Costner. 
The musical theater alum has been performing since he was a child and preserved through 
obstacles, even living in his car, to achieve success in the acting world. Richards shares his 



inspiration and experience portraying the only Black cowboy on Yellowstone as a series 
regular.  
 


